
A community solar program allows Tribes to build a solar 
array facility on their land to offset energy costs to tribal 
building and homes, while supporting a local renewable 
energy source.

Tribes can utilize alternative financial models based upon 
the needs of the community.

Example Model #1
Tribe invests with financial partner to build a community 
solar facility and receive compensation for power produced 
through a power purchase agreement (PPA) with their 
electric utility.

Example Model #2
Tribe invests to build community solar facility and 
households subscribe to receive credit on their electric 
bill through “net metering” based on the size of the 
subscription.

Net energy metering (NEM) is when the excess power 
generated by the solar facility is “stored” and the customer 
receives compensation or credit, based on the rates 
determined by the electric utility.

What is Community Solar?

• Offset electrical costs for tribal buildings and homes
• Become a source of economic development
• Provide new job skills for community members in the 
area of solar installation, maintenance, and repair 

• Energy self-sufficiency and reliability
• Energy sovereignty and independence
• Reduce and mitigate climate change risk to preserve the 
climate and sustain cultural practices

Benefits of Tribal Community Solar Development:

Power your Community, 
with Community Solar.

• Renters that are prohibited from installing solar panels 
on the property. 

• Families with homes in traditional community areas 
where solar panels may not be visually appropriate.

• Households who cannot finance on-site residential solar 
power systems.

• Households who do not meet roofing requirements.
• Multi-tenant homes and offices.

Community Solar Customers Include:

For more information:
Mayane Barudin (Kewa Pueblo), Interior West Manager & Tribal Liaison

mayane@votesolar.org  •  (505) 917-1984



The Picuris Pueblo in northern New Mexico 
constructed a 1-megawatt solar array in 2017. Kit 
Carson Electric Cooperative Inc., compensates the 
Pueblo for the power the facility produces through 
a power purchase agreement. Through matching 
funds from the Department of Energy Office of Indian 
Energy, Picuris expects to generate upwards of $3 
million in 25 years. Savings in electric costs, combined 
with excess revenue, allow the Pueblo to distribute 
monthly stipends to tribal members for their electric 
bills. The Pueblo is dedicating funding towards new 
communal facilities and cultural revitalization efforts, 
such as the Tiwa language program.

The Ute Mountain Ute Tribe (UMUT) in southern 
Colorado built a 1-megawatt array to offset over 25% 
of electrical costs for tribal buildings and provide 
paid jobs for tribal members through an internship 
program focusing on solar installation, maintenance, 
and repair. The array set UMUT on a path to energy 
independence, and the Tribe is estimated to save 
$172,000 in energy savings each year and the 
elimination of 1,515 tons of greenhouse gas emissions 
annually. 

Tribal Success Highlights

In New Mexico, community solar legislation positions Tribes 
as the leaders in renewable energy while providing economic 

development to their communities.

Take action and visit, sol-utionnm.org

With the current political landscape, community solar development is not supported by all electric utilities, 
and Tribes do not have equal opportunity to pursue community solar without enabling legislation. Supporting 
community solar legislation will ensure that all Tribes have the ability to develop projects.

Support Community Solar Legislation in 2021


